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The first start is crucial for
everyone, especially amidst the
anticipation surrounding the
opening game of the 2024 KLPGA
season. Everyone watched eagerly
to see who would kick off the year
with a victory. Finally, the victor
emerged, marking the moment of
a new Cinderella story. Kim Jaehee
clinched her first victory at the
opening game, the Hana Financial
Group Singapore Women's Open. It
was her long—awaited first triumph.
Despite being a highly anticipated
prospect, she had earnestly longed
for a victory since her debut.

“This year, in my fourth year as a
pro on the KLPGA Tour, I felt the
best during the pre—season training
than any other year. [ was thinking,
T should win quickly in such times.
But actually winning left me
surprised.”

What made this victory even more
special was that it coincided with
her birthday, her first victory on
her birthday. Kim Jaehees birthday
falls on March 10th. Normally, she
doesn't attach much significance to
birthdays, simply putting candles
on a cake and exchanging small
gifts within her family. Shes quite
uncomfortable with attention, often
responding to inquiries about her
birthday with either another date
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or stating that it's already passed.
However, with her victory coinciding
with her birthday and being publicized
through the article, she received double
congratulations.

Throughout this tournament, Kim
Jaehee consistently displayed excellent
iron shots, crediting her coach for
that. Confident in her shot-making,
she focused extensively on putting
practice. Since switching coaches
to Hong Seokjeon, she identified
putting and short game as areas for
improvement and concentrated more on
putting practice during the off—season.
Additionally, paying more attention
to swing trajectory correction proved
beneficial.

“My coach also noticed improvements
during practice, saying, ‘The water
level has risen. Various factors aligned,
allowing me to secure the victory. While
I did put in a lot of putting practice,
it's a bit embarrassing how much the
interviews focused on putting time
increasing (laughs). By paying more
attention to the address during putting,
my strokes seemed to improve. I have
good rapport with my coach now, so I
understand everything he says well.”
Another aspect that contributed to her
victory was her experience of finishing
as runner—up twice last year. Towards
the end of 2023, she felt her golfing
sense had greatly improved, wishing she
had played more tournaments. Seeing
her skills improve with each match,
she felt more comfortable with the
game, In 2023, Kim Jaehee participated
in 32 events, securing two runner—
up finishes and five top—10 finishes,
with prize money reaching over 400
million won. Thanks to her experiences
in championship and title contention,
she felt less pressure during this
tournament. Various factors aligned,
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bringing her closer to victory.

“On the final day, I was closely
trailing Bang Shin-sil. Being a
previous winner, I felt she would
play aggressively without fear. I
also thought that if I wanted to
win, I shouldn’t be afraid to attack.
Previously, I tended to play more
conservatively due to breakdowns
in tee shots, often ending up in the
rough. This time, my driver long shots
improved, making it easier to attack
the pins from good fairway positions.”

With her upward trajectory, Kim
Jaehee has set ambitious goals. She
aims to become the money queen
and to win the grand prize. A more
immediate target is challenging for a
second victory. As she increases her
number of wins, dreams of becoming
the money queen and claiming the
grand prize seem within reach.

A Typical MZ Generation Star: Unafraid of
Cameras and Loves Interacting with Fans
Kim Jaehee, who draws significant
strength from her fans, is known for
her active presence on social media.
She enjoys interacting with fans and
often shares photos and amusing
videos. Observers often cite Kim
Jaehee's behavior as emblematic of
the characteristics typical of the MZ
generation,

“T used to have celebrities I liked, and
as a fan, I had certain dreams and
hopes for them. I often thought about
how nice it would be if they shared
more updates on social media. Now
that my perspective has changed,
I wanted to do for my fans what I
wished my favorite celebrities did for
me back then. Fans always want to
meet their favorite stars as often as
possible”

Initially perceived as merely an MZ
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generation star who enjoys interacting with fans, Kim Jaehees
sincerity in considering things from the fans' perspective
became apparent. As the tournament victory took place in
Singapore, she expressed a strong desire to win in front of
her domestic fans, as they couldn't witness her victory scene
firsthand. Her cheerful and confident nature is consistently
evident, even during games. At the Champion Joe, where
cameras are ubiquitous, she remained calm and displayed her
unique style of play without any tension. When asked if she
felt nervous, she responded in a manner typical of the MZ
generation,

“I practice smiling a lot in front of the mirror. Since I have
small lips, I practice smiling broadly to use those muscles more.”
Frequent practice in front of the mirror made her comfortable
even with cameras around. Thanks to her familiarity with
cameras and her friendly attitude, she doesn't pay much
attention to whether cameras are present or not during
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tournaments. She also takes her appearance
seriously, meticulously applying sunscreen
during games to avoid tanning and showing
interest in makeup by seeking out videos.
Her experience of shooting photos in dresses
for KLPGA promotional shoots was also
enjoyable.

A Golfer with an Innate Talent

Kim Jaehee, in her sixth grade, discovered
golf alongside her father, who was a golf fan,
practicing swings at the driving range. It was
on the recommendation of a lesson pro that she
entered the world of golf. Even before playing
golf, she often heard from those around her
about her excellent motor skills. Excelling in
various sports such as badminton, running,
and swimming, she showcased her talent
across the sports spectrum. Even after
starting golf, tales of her talent continued to
circulate.

“I'm not a player who practices excessively.
That doesn't mean I'm lazier than other
players. Rather than simply increasing
practice time, I focus on addressing
weaknesses and practicing with a confident
attitude, paying attention to mental aspects.
And thankfully, I do believe I have some
talent.

Though she started golf relatively late, her
progress matched that of her peers. As she
continued playing, she gradually began to
realize her own talent, thinking to herself,
“T do have talent” Her father always advised
her, “It's okay to make mistakes, just play
confidently.” Playing with confidence, without
being intimidated, and releasing tension
proved helpful.

She dislikes rushing and prefers a relaxed
approach, even in her pre—game routine.
Two hours before the game, she stretches
and enjoys a leisurely 40—minute meal. After
finishing her meal, she practices shots 1 hour
and 20 minutes before the game.

“I want to walk at my own pace without
rushing. I'll study and work on my
shortcomings to move forward again. My
premonition for this season is already very
positive”

09
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This is the time of year when the sight of the
vividly blooming flowers can break ones heart.
Lift your gaze and scan the entire area. Spring
is the season most fitting for the word love,
with delicate flowers blooming on every branch.
I consider love with my parents, love with my
professors, love with my dear seniors and juniors,
and love with my friends during Family Month.
And this is the point at which spectators and
players alike rediscover their passion for the game.
In 2024, golf courses will include breathtaking
views of the springtime. A game that unites
golfers, supporters, sponsors, and caddies is a
manifestation of a love and passion for sports in
and of itself. Love, therefore, shines always.
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Driving Forward with the Development of Korean Women’s Golf

CREAS F&C CEO
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In 2023, luminaries such as Lee Ye—won, the winner of
the KLPGA Grand Prize, the talented and popular Park
Hyun-kyung, the ‘little giant’ shining with 8 victories,
Lee Da—yeon, and the veteran Kim Ji-hyun with 5 tour
wins, along with consistently popular Lee Ga—young,
all belong to the golf apparel company, CREAS F&C, a
prominent sponsor of the KLPGA Tour Championship.
CREAS F&C, established in 1998, stands as the top
golf apparel company in Korea. Founder Chairman
Woo Jin—seok secured a licensing agreement with the
renowned American golf brand PING in 1999, followed
by acquiring the FANTOM brand in 2008, expanding
its own golf apparel brand. Subsequently, launching
PEARLY Gates in 2011, a starting point that ignited a
fashion boom in the functionality—centric golf apparel
market, and debuting high—end golf wear such as
MASTERBUNNY EDITION in 2017 and St ANDREWS
in 2018, CREAS F&C has grown into a leading golf
apparel company in Korea,

Currently, Kim Han—heum leads CREAS F&C alongside
founder Chairman Woo Jin—-seok. Joining CREAS
F&C in 2013 as a fashion expert who had previously
worked for PAT at Pyong An Textile, ALLFORYOU at
HANSUNG F', and Elegance Sports at PO.M. Design,
Kim has been praised as a pragmatic leader who excels
not only in sales but also in product planning and
production. He was appointed as Vice President in 2016,
President in 2017, and CEO in 2020. I had the chance
to meet Kim Han—heum, who has been contributing
to the development of Korean women's golf through
CREAS F&C.

Pioneering the Longest—Running KLPGA
Championship as a Fashion Company

From 2016 to 2020, CREAS F&C hosted the KLPGA
FANTOM Classic and since 2018, it has been hosting
the prestigious CREAS F&C KLPGA Championship,
making it the first fashion company in Korea to host
such events continuously for the longest duration. Most
companies sponsoring professional golf tournaments
are often large corporations in finance or construction.
“Although there have been fashion companies hosting
KLPGA tours for 2-3 years, CREAS F&C stands as the
only one to consistently host for 6 years. As the top
golf apparel company in Korea, we feel a responsibility
to contribute to the development of golf. Also, since
many KLPGA tour players are sponsored by us, we see
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it as a meaningful endeavor.”
With many players sponsored by CREAS F&C, there's a remarkable

streak of four consecutive years where sponsored players have
won. In 2020 and 2021, Park Hyun—kyung from PEARLY Gates
won, followed by Kim Arim from FANTOM Sports in 2022, and
Lee Da—yeon from Ping Apparel in 2023.

Additionally, the CREAS F&C KLPGA Championship strives to
bring joy and diversity to golf fans every year. By applying the
concepts of CREAS F&C's brands, they create distinctive signature
holes, presenting three—dimensional backdrops or gallery-like
photo zones at tee boxes, ensuring that the unique backdrops
remain installed for about 10 days after the tournament, allowing
regular golfers to experience the tournament atmosphere,

CREAS F&C also shows great interest in nurturing youth golfers,
consistently supporting junior golf scholars or financially
disadvantaged teenage players with private assistance of golf
apparel and equipment worth 20 million won, Kim mentioned, “Our
support for junior golf scholars will continue annually, and we
plan to accumulate donations through tournaments or events.”

Player Sponsorship: More Than Just Profit, It's about ‘Shared
Responsibility’

CREAS F&C boasts many renowned players. Not only the current
representatives of the KLPGA Tour but also numerous star
players have been sponsored by CREAS F&C. Since 2009, they
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have sponsored players such as Seo Hee—kyung, known as the
‘fashion model on the field’ Suh Bomi, Yoon Seul-a, and many
others, leading the sports marketing trend.

“When selecting players, skill is paramount. We also focus on
discovering players who match the characteristics and images
of each brand.”

Moreover, CREAS F&C often maintains long—term
relationships with its sponsored players. They don't easily
terminate contracts even if a player's performance declines or
they cannot participate in the tour. Even when former player
Yoon I-na faced disciplinary action due to illegal play in 2022,
CREAS F&C didn't terminate her contract and has continued
to support her to this day.

“Sponsoring players should not solely prioritize the company’
s profit-seeking agenda. If that's the case, it won't last long.
Sponsorship is a part of sports marketing, but it also signifies
supporting players to focus on their tour and exhibit their
skills. There should be a sense of shared responsibility, to
‘journey together.”

Challenging the Outdoor Market: Evolving into a Total Sports
Company

This year’s outlook for the golf apparel market isn't
particularly bright. With the departure of MZ golfers, who
were attracted due to the unique circumstances of the
pandemic, coupled with economic stagnation, consumer
sentiment has dampened. However, Kim believes that difficult
times reveal true worth, and it could be an opportunity to
differentiate oneself amidst the heated competition in the golf
apparel market.

“As the market becomes more challenging, brand
differentiation will become more pronounced. With over 669
stores operated nationwide and achieving approximately
400 billion won in sales last year, CREAS F&C has continued
its growth for nearly 30 years through surprisingly simple
means. It's not about what's said, but what's practiced. We
adhere to the basics of design, quality, and thorough after—
sales service tailored to each brand’s target audience, while
implementing a differentiated strategy. Everyone knows this,
but the crucial question is whether it's just talk or action.”
Building on its experience sweeping through various market
segments from mass to enthusiast, mid—priced to high—end,
and from department stores to specialty shops in the golf
wear market, CREAS F&C has extended its reach into the
outdoor market, With plans to become a 1 trillion-won total
sports company connecting golf, outdoor, and sports through
new brands that encompass fashion, they launched the Italian
outdoor brand Hydrogen in the first half of this year, and
plan to launch the top Swiss outdoor brand Mammut in the
second half.

“Having led the golf fashion market for nearly 30 years and
accumulated expertise in production, distribution, and design,
we believe we can establish a solid presence in the outdoor
market, Moreover, we plan to expand our business overseas
starting from Asia.”

Over the past three decades, CREAS F&C has led the domestic
golf wear market and contributed to the development of
Korean women's golf. All eyes are now on CREAS F&C's
journey to evolve into a total sports company.
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A Constant Challenge to a Bigger Dream

KUSUMA MEECHAI

Agonizing Journey to KLPGA Tour,
Creating Luck

The journey towards a single dream
was not easy. Kusuma Meechai had
many hesitations before deciding to
participate in the unfamiliar territory
of the KLPGA Tour. Leaving behind
the embrace of family to live alone,
coupled with the pressure of it being
her first global tour, made her quite
anxious. However, she ultimately
made the decision to challenge herself.
She believed that participating in the
KLPGA Tour would be worth it as
a golfer. She won the KLPGA 2023
International Qualifying Tournament
held in Pattaya, Thailand, had also won
the tournament in the 2022 season.
With this recent victory, she secured
the 2024 KLPGA Regular Tour seed
ticket and became the first player in the
history of the International Qualifying
Tournament to win consecutively for
two years.

“I was even more delighted because I
didn't expect to win this tournament. I
put my best effort into each hole, and
that's why I achieved good results.”

She had knocked on the doors of
the KLPGA two years ago but
unfortunately failed. Despite winning
the KLPGA 2022 International
Qualifying Tournament, she only
ranked 102nd in the subsequent KLPGA
2023 Regular Tour seed competition,
failing to enter the first league.
Fortunately, the KLPGA rules have
been revised since last year to lower
the entry barriers for foreign players.
It was decided to offer a 2024 KLPGA
regular tour seed to the winner of the
International Qualifying Tournament.
Consequently, she was able to advance
directly to the first league without the
seeding qualifier.
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Steady Steps Toward the First Victory
Although more and more foreign
players are knocking on the doors of
the KLPGA Regular Tour, none have
shown significant performance yet.
As a rookie this season, is working
hard to prepare for her first career
victory.

“‘I'm not lenient on myself as a
golfer, When I want to know my
weaknesses, [ seek advice from close
friends. When I was puzzled about
why I wasn't improving despite
dedicating myself to practice, a
friend advised me to focus more
on putting practice. Following my
friend's advice, I practiced putting
diligently every day, which allowed
me to achieve good results last
season.”

Is it the power of practice? The
driving force behind her victory in
the 4th round of the KLPGA 2023
International Qualifying Tournament
was not only good iron shots but
also excellent putting in crucial
situations.

“I participated in the Hana Financial
Group Singapore Women's Open,
which was my first official KLPGA
tournament, It was an honor to
observe and practice alongside
the players whom I have always
considered as role models. Although
the gameplay during the match didn't
go as intended, I will strive even
harder to deliver better performances
in the future’

Preparing for this upcoming regular
tournament, she made special
resolutions. She judged her areas
needing improvement objectively and
prepared accordingly.

“With weekly consecutive matches,
there is much need for improvement
in terms of physical fitness. In
preparation for the tournament, I am
focusing more on shot and putting
practice than before, and also
practicing to increase club accuracy.
Additionally, I am working on having
a strong mindset to win the battle
against myself.”
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