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The Birth of a Cinderella Story
The buzz surrounding rookie
sensations has been loud this

season, and no player embodies
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this excitement better than Yoo

2023 Hangzhou Asian Games,
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individual competition, solidifying
her name among the public. Not
stopping there, she earned her
KLPGA Tour card by finishing 5th

in the qualifying rounds, setting
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on that her first victory was just a
matter of time. On September 8th, that
moment finally came at the KB Financial
Star Championship at Blackstone Golf
Club in Icheon, Gyeonggi Province.
Starting the final round with a one—shot
lead, Yoo displayed an impressive level of
composure and skill, securing her first
career win,

“T still can't believe I won?it hasn't sunk
in yet. I often wondered if I'd ever be
able to win, and now that it's happened,
it feels like validation. I had a tough
time on the front nine, making mistakes
off the tee, which made me think I was
slipping away from the win. But that
actually helped me relax. I decided to
just focus on improving my position
rather than stressing over the trophy,
and that mindset really worked in my
favor,she shared.

Yoo started the tournament strong,
staying near the top from the opening
round. In the second round, she recorded
an eagle on the par—5 5th hole along
with three birdies. She followed it up
with a bogey—free third round, carding
four birdies. Paired with Seong Yu

.
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Jin and Bae So Hyun for the final
round, Yoo kept her nerves in check.
“T thought Bae So Hyun's momentum
was so good that the win might not
be mine, and that actually helped
ease my nerves,she admitted.
Though she initially struggled with
two bogeys, Yoo had resolved to stay
calm, treating the final round with
a sense of acceptance, Yet, the night
before the final round, she struggled
to sleep due to anxiety, and even
her usual appetite failed her on the
morning of the event. “T kept telling
my caddie how nervous I was, but
thankfully, as the game progressed,
my rhythm started to return, Yoo
said.

Starting with a slim one—shot lead,
Yoo's two consecutive bogeys on
the 5th and 6th holes put her two
strokes behind. But her game turned
around as her iron shots began to
sharpen, and she reclaimed the
lead with birdie putts within three
meters starting on the 9th hole. The
decisive moment came on the 17th
hole, where she sank an 18-meter
uphill birdie putt, extending her lead
to two strokes. That remarkable putt
earned her a standing ovation from
the gallery, as Yoo raised her right
hand in celebration, fully embracing
the moment.

“The 17th hole is the most memorable
for me, Honestly, I didn't even realize
I raised my hand to celebrate. After
the hole, I thought to myself, ‘What
did I just do? Maybe I've watched too
many PGA tournaments at home!”

she said with a laugh.
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Luck, Yoo believes, plays its part in every win. “I thought, if I'm
destined to win, at least one lucky shot would go in?and it did,she
recalled. She admitted that her thoughts going into the final hole
were filled with the pressure of sealing her victory.

The Bold Spirit of an MZ Generation Star
Yoo Hyun Jos victory at the KB Financial Star Championship
carries significant weight. Not only did she secure her first win

during her debut season, but she also became the first rookie in 11

years to win a major tournament on the KLPGA Tour, following in
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the footsteps of Jeon In Gee. Competing
against established veterans made the
achievement even more extraordinary.
Throughout the season, the question
loomed?who among the rookies would
capture their first win? Yoo became the
fortunate one to answer that question.

“I want to be remembered as a bright,
fun player, not just personality—wise but
in the way I play as well,she expressed.
The victory felt like a reward for the
tough times Yoo had endured. Though
she shined as a junior player, she faced
setbacks during her middle and high
school years. “My parents were my
biggest supporters during those difficult
times, Yoo shared. A knee injury during
winter training further complicated her
journey, and though she earned attention
with her Asian Games medals, her early—
season results fell short of expectations.
Feeling the weight of those expectations,
she sought advice from her coaches to
manage her mindset and find her game.
“I initially rushed things, wanting to
win as soon as possible after securing
my tour card., But after tying for 12th at
the McCol Mona Yongpyong Open with
SBS Golf, I shifted my focus. Instead
of obsessing over results, I told myself
to concentrate on the process, and that
change in mindset really paid off, Yoo
reflected.

Her approach bore fruit, with a 4th—
place finish at the Lotte Open and a 7th—
place finish at the Hanwha Classic 2024
leading up to her major victory.
“Honestly, I didn't feel extra pressure just
because it was a major. I simply wanted
my first win to come sooner rather than
later, and I didn't expect it to happen
at a major tournament. Now, I'll keep
working hard and hopefully grab another
win before the season ends,she said with
determination. 4
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Embracing the Spirit of Challenge

As the sweltering summer days fade away, a
new season emerges, bringing with it fresh
opportunities. For the players who have dedicated
themselves to relentless practice, the moment to
rise to new challenges has arrived. The battles
that unfold on the course, now adorned with
autumn’s vibrant colors, will leave fans with
unforgettable memories and lasting inspiration.
Challenge is a source of both excitement and
tension, especially when it takes us down
uncharted paths. In sports, the pursuit of
challenge is indispensable when striving toward
greater goals. It pushes athletes to evolve, fuels
their ambitions for tomorrow’s victory, and turns
yesterday's mistakes into stepping stones for
remarkable performances. Without challenges,
progress would stall, and the thrill of triumph
would remain elusive. It is through this spirit of
challenge that true greatness is achieved, @
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Never Settling for the Present, Always Moving Forward

LEE YOUNG ME,
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The KLPGA Tour began in 1978 as the “Women’
s Division” under the KPGA. It became independent
in 1988, growing into one of the world’s top three
tours. In its early years, the tour consisted of just one
tournament, By the 2024 season, it has expanded to
73 events, spanning the KLPGA regular tour, Dream
Tour, Jump Tour, and Champions Tour. Prize money
has also skyrocketed from surpassing the 1 billion
KRW mark in 1989, to 10 billion KRW in 2012, and
reaching a record 34.7 billion KRW this year.

While the success of Korean women’s golf is celebrated,
the behind-the—scenes efforts that made this growth
possible are often overlooked. Just as thriving trees
need strong roots, so too does Korean women's golf
need a stable foundation. At the core of this foundation
is Lee Young Me, the CEO of the Korea Ladies
Professional Golf Tour (KLPGT). Although her work
often goes unnoticed, she has become a vital part of
Korean women's golf development, firmly supporting it
from the ground up.

Speaking Hard Truths for the Future of Korean
Women's Golf

Lee Young Me began her journey with the KLPGA in
2012 as a board director, later serving as vice president
in 2016. From 2020 to 2022, she co—chaired KLPGT
before being appointed CEO in 2023. With more than
a decade of experience, Lee’s passion for the tour has
been evident in every initiative she’s undertaken.
Meeting her, it’s hard to believe she’s in her 60s her
energy is infectious,

“At my age, I don't want anyone to feel uncomfortable
around me. Many of the players are young, and most
sponsors are younger than [ am. So [ make an effort to
meet everyone with positivity and enthusiasm. I think
being a former player helps me keep that ‘fighting
spirit’ | she said with a smile.

Lee’s career as a player is just as impressive. She
became a KLPGA member in 1985, earning three
wins on the KLPGA Tour, eight on the JLPGA Tour,
and nine on the KLPGA Champions Tour, totaling 20
career victories.

Her introduction to golf came during her second year
of high school. On her way to and from school, she
would stop by a friend’s fathers driving range. One
day, she imitated a golf swing, catching the attention
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of the owner,

“I guess 1 did a pretty good job copying the swing.
My friend’s father suggested I consider becoming a
professional. But to do that, I needed formal lessons
and practice, which we couldn’t afford at the time.
So, I spent two years working at the driving range
without telling my family, learning and playing
golf on the side.”

Even with natural talent, passing the pro test didn’
t come easy it took her eight attempts. “Back in the
1980s, golf clubs cost about 400,000 KRW, a hefty
sum. My mother saved up and bought me a set, but
every time I failed the test, I felt guilty and more
determined. [ kept trying, working part—time at
Plaza CC (formerly Myungseong CC), and finally
earned my pro card in 1985

With limited opportunities in Korea only two or
three women's tournaments annuallymany players,
including Lee, moved to Japan to compete on
the JLPGA Tour. In 1987, Lee joined the JLPGA,
securing her first victory in 1989 at the non—official
Given Ladies event. She went on to claim eight titles
on the JLPGA Tour, becoming a prominent Korean
golfer abroad.

“I helped not only Korean players but also other
international players on the JLPGA Tour, often
acting as a translator. Eventually, the JLPGA
asked me to serve as the head of the foreign players’
committee, I communicated their concerns to the
tour and helped them understand the association’s
policies.”

Lee naturally became a central figure among
Korean players on the JLPGA Tour, always
fostering a deep connection to Korean women’
s golf, Her passion and candid feedback didn't go
unnoticed, leading the KLPGA to invite her to join
as a board member. Drawing from her experience
abroad, she took on the challenge, eventually rising
to her current leadership role,

Preparing for the Future: Never Resting on Success
KLPGT oversees all levels of the KLPGA, from the
regular tour to the Dream, Jump, and Champions
Tours, This makes Lee's schedule packed from week
to week.,

“No matter how busy I am, I need to be present at
tournaments to ensure everything runs smoothly.
When [ attend events, sponsors and journalists
often say things like, ‘Youre here again today?" or
‘Weren't you at a different event yesterday?’ But I
know what's going on. Just making an appearance
isn't enough you have to engage and communicate
with everyone”, she explained.

Lee works tirelessly to attract new tournaments
and grow the tour’s scale, seeing value in every
event that offers opportunities to the players, She’
s not shy about reaching out to sponsors, knowing
that even asking for support is part of the job.

“The moment you become complacent, you fall
behind. The world changes rapidly, and we must
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keep up. Just as a skilled golfer relies on a variety of shots to handle tough
situations, the association needs a wealth of ideas to thrive. Every year, 1
show sponsors what the association has been working on, sometimes even
producing videos to demonstrate our progress. A simple thank—you and the
same old routine won't sustain sponsorships we have to keep improving.”

Lee also stressed the importance of cooperation from the players in
maintaining sponsorships and growing prize pools. “It makes a huge
difference when players express their gratitude to sponsors. One word from a
player can carry more weight than anything the association says.”

Lee emphasizes the importance of staying sharp, not just for herself but
for the entire association. “The moment you let your guard down, mistakes
happen. In this role, Im just a temporary custodian. While I'm here, I want to
leave behind a structure that ensures the KLPGT runs smoothly even after T
m gone,”

With unwavering dedication, Lee Young Me shows no signs of slowing down,
determined to guide KLPGT toward an even brighter future. Her words
reflect a deep commitment to progress, ensuring the tour continues to thrive
in the years to come, @
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Add Wings to the Korean Stage

Pattaratt

Rattanawan

Winning with Confidence and Focus

Victory is sweet for any athlete, but for
Thailand’s Pattaratt Rattanawan, her
latest win will be especially unforgettable.
Pattaratt emerged victorious at the
2024 KLPGA International Qualifying
Tournament (IQT), held at Phoenix Gold Golf
& Country Club in Pattaya, Thailand. With
five birdies on the final day, she clinched
the title with a 15—under—par total of 273
strokes.

Having participated in the IQT for the first
time this year, Pattaratt admitted that she
had not expected to win. “Many seasoned
Thai pros encouraged me to try out for the
IQT, she explained. “I thought it would be
a great opportunity to challenge myself.
Although I didn't expect much initially, as
I prepared and practiced, I found myself
wanting to achieve good results. Fortunately,
my hard work paid off.

“I focused on every shot, and that focus

added up to a great resulf,she shared.
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The most memorable moment for Pattaratt
came at the very first hole of the final
round, where she made a birdie, “That first
birdie gave me the confidence I needed. From
there, I played boldly and stayed composed
throughout.”

Pattaratt has been making waves since
joining the Thai LPGA Tour in 2023.
Earlier in the 2024 season, she secured a
joint 4th place finish at the NSDF Pattaya
Ladies Championship and claimed her first
professional title at the SAT Prachinburi
Ladies Championship in August.

“This win means a lot to mé, she said. “It
gives me the chance to compete on the
KLPGA Tour, which is a dream come true, I
hope my performance here can inspire more
Thai golfers to pursue global recognition.”

A New Challenge Awaits in the 2025 Season
Pattaratt’s love for golf began when she
was just four years old. Her parents, who
run a furniture business, once had to make
a delivery to a golf course. Accompanying
them that day, Pattaratt became captivated
by the game and begged her parents to let
her start playing. Her mother arranged
lessons with a professional golfer at that
same course, and from then on, Pattaratt’s
journey in golf began.

“My strengths lie in my focus, calmness, and
decisiveness during matches, she explained.
“T also hit my driver straight and have solid
accuracy with my 7-iron. However, for next
season, I plan to work on building endurance
and sharpening my putting skills

With her IQT victory, Pattaratt not only took
home the title but also secured a coveted
spot on the KLPGA Tour for the 2025 season.
“After wrapping up my schedule in Thailand,
my main goal is to compete on the KLPGA
Tour, she revealed. “T'll dedicate myself to
thorough preparation, and my aim is to
make the cut at every event next season.
Ultimately, I want to finish as a top—ten
player on the tour,”

With her eyes set on new challenges and a
promising future, Pattaratt Rattanawan is
ready to make her mark on the KLPGA Tour
and inspire a new wave of Thai golfers to
take on the world, 4
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KLPGA TOUR SCHEDULE
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