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The Long—Awaited Victory: Bae
Sohyun's Journey to Triumph
Theres a saying in Korea, 7|9t
'meaning ‘great things take time’
This perfectly describes KLPGA
Tour pro Bae Sohyun, who clinched
her first victory after 154 attempts.
For any athlete, the joy of winning
is immense, but for Bae, this joy is
multiplied due to the long wait and
deep yearning she endured. Her
victory is akin to a much—needed
rain in a drought, bringing relief
and jubilation.

On May 26th, at the E1 Charity
Open held at Ferrum Club in Yeoju,
Gyeonggi Province, Bae started the
final round with a 2—-stroke lead.
However, she stumbled early, losing
2 strokes on the front nine and
allowing Park Doyeong, who caught
up with 4 birdies, to share the lead.
Despite the pressure and sudden
downpour, Bae remained composed.
She turned the game around with
consecutive birdies and sealed her
victory with impressive putts, a
6meter birdie on the 16th hole and a
10meter birdie on the 17th.

“There were so many people rooting
for my victory. I received a lot of
messages and support. [ always
believed I would win someday, but
actually achieving it gave me the
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conviction that it is possible” Bae said.
Contrary to her expectations of an
emotional outburst, she felt a sense
of calm and accomplishment at the
moment of victory.

In this tournament, Bae took a different
approach. Usually, she plays with a
relaxed mindset, but this time she
was more determined and aggressive.
Past experiences of playing in the
championship group and missing out on
wins had taught her that letting go of
her desires sometimes led to unfavorable
outcomes, Her fierce determination and
high concentration, especially at the
beginning of the game, played a crucial
role in her victory.

Baes success can also be attributed to
her rigorous training regime. During
the off—season, she went to the U.S.
for training with fellow pro Lee
Siwoo, focusing on strengthening her
lower body and core muscles, along
with cardiovascular endurance. Lee's
guidance was instrumental, helping Bae
address one issue at a time and quickly
moving on to the next step. As a result,
Bae’s shot accuracy improved, and her
driving distance increased from 243
yards in 2022 to 256 yards this year, an
impressive feat for a 3l-year—old. Her
enhanced core strength and consistent
training have made her a formidable
long hitter, and she now ranks high in
both driving distance and accuracy,
making her one of the most promising
players this season,

Bae Sohyuns journey is a testament to
perseverance and hard work. As she
continues to build on her strengths,
fans eagerly anticipate what the rest of
the season holds for this resilient golfer.

A Turning Point in Her Golfing Life:
The Influence of Her Father
Bae Sohyun joined the KLPGA in 2011
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and advanced to the first-tier tour in
2017. However, after failing to make
it into the top 10 for two years, she
was demoted to the second—tier tour.
With renewed determination, she
returned to the first—tier tour in 2020,
hovering around the top 30 in the
money rankings, always dreaming of
a victory.

“Being demoted to the second-tier tour
in 2019 was tough. To make matters
worse, my father became very ill,
and my mother had to take care of
him, leaving me to tour alone. My
performance in the second—-tier tour
wasn't good either

The situation grew more challenging.
After battling his illness for a year
and a half, Baes father passed away.
She couldn’t be there at his final
moment due to her tournament
commitments. When her brother
called to inform her of their father's
passing, she was overwhelmed with
guilt, thinking, “What have I been
doing all this time?” She had been so
focused on her tournaments, believing
that achieving good results would
make her father happy, that she had
sacrificed precious time she could have
spent with him and her family.

“2020 was a turning point in my
golfing life, My family and I often talk
about how family should be prioritized
above everything else&#8212:money,
fame, or even victories. After my
father passed away, [ reassessed my
life. I decided to give my best in golf
but not to be overly attached to the
results. Interestingly, once I adopted
this mindset, my performance began
to improve.”

Even now, when she goes to a
tournament, thoughts of her father are
always present. Her father, a former
national team coach for the Korea
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Golf Association, introduced her to golf at a
young age and caddied for her for about two
years. Many of the courses she plays on bring
back memories of him. For instance, Pinx Golf
Club was the last place her father attended as
a gallery member, and Suwon Country Club
was where he last caddied for her. Continuing
her tour life is a way for her to cherish her
father’s memory. This deep affection for her
father, who always believed in her even when
she doubted her own abilities, is evident in her
desire to keep playing golf.

“T want to keep playing golf because it allows
me to remember my father. Every time I step
on the course, I feel his presence and the
unwavering faith he had in me

Enjoying Life Beyond Golf: Bae Sohyun’s
Personal Growth

Failing to secure her tour card and being
relegated to the Dream Tour in 2019 was a
significant shock for Bae Sohyun. She had
devoted every day of the year to golf, giving
her utmost effort, only to be left with nothing
to show for it after failing at the qualifying
tournament. This prompted her to reflect on
what she truly enjoyed and how to improve
her quality of life. Nowadays, during her
downtime, she indulges in various cultural
performances such as music concerts,
plays, art exhibitions, and modern dance.
Golf demands emotional restraint, whereas
performances allow for emotional expression,
providing her with a sense of vicarious
satisfaction. By exploring her interests outside
of golf, she has found time for personal
growth and inner development.

Bae’s recent victory is something she
attributes more to personal growth than
the joy of winning. “I wasn't a player who
excelled from the start. The victory is just
part of the process, not the sole goal. While
others may focus on the fact that it took me
154 tournaments to win, I am grateful for the
opportunity to have competed in 154 events.”
Even in stressful situations or when things
don't go well, Bae maintains a mindset of
doing her best and accepting whatever results
come her way. While she aims to win, she
understands that if another player performs
better, it's beyond her control. What matters
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most is giving her all until the final 18th hole. Instead of viewing her current

efforts as sacrifices for future victories, she appreciates the opportunity
to be on tour and strives to stay positive. Her goal this year is to continue
performing well and be recognized as a competitive player. Ultimately, her
dream as a golfer is to become an ‘Age Shooter’a player who can complete a
round with a score equal to or less than their age. This is a challenging feat,
as aging typically results in decreased shot distance and focus, but her love for
golf and desire to play indefinitely fuel this aspiration.

Bae Sohyun is, at heart, a golfer for life, dedicated to the sport she loves and
continually striving to grow both on and off the course.
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One of the legends of Korean women's golf,
professional golfer Grace Park, said in an interview
before her retirement, “You have to be obsessed.
If the passion disappears, you must quit golf.”
Her words underscore the essence of what drives
golfers their unwavering passion. On the lush
green courses where fierce competitions unfold, an
intensity burns as hot as the summer sun.

This summer, golf fans witnessed the sheer
determination of players who, undeterred by
the scorching heat, delivered unforgettable
performances. Each drop of sweat, each moment of
passion on the field, combined to create a dramatic
spectacle that resonated deeply with all who love
the sport. The unity between the players ardor and
the fans admiration was palpable.

Such passionate play is the hallmark of the KLPGA
Tour, The athletes relentless dedication and love
for the game shine through, creating a captivating

experience for everyone involved.
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One of the key factors behind the global
success of Korean women's golf is its
systematic tour structure. Currently, the
KLPGA Tour operates with a three—tier
promotion system. Players advance from
the third-tier Jump Tour to the second—
tier Dream Tour and eventually to the
first—tier Regular Tour, This structured
tour system has helped discover star
players and maintain high-level
performance among tour players.
Maintaining this structured system
requires more than just the association’s
commitment. Sponsors who share the
vision for the development of Korean
women's golf are essential, not only
for the first—tier tour but also for the
second—tier Dream Tour and the third—
tier Jump Tour. These sponsors must go
beyond focusing on profit and marketing
effects; they need a mission to discover
excellent professional players and
contribute to the development of domestic
golf. SOLLAGO Country Club, located in
Taean, Chungnam, is one such company.
Since 2017, it has been hosting the Jump
Tour, contributing to the development
of domestic golf tours and creating an
enjoyable golf culture.

A Labor of Love by Chairman Park
Kyung Jae

SOLLAGO CC, located in Taean,
Chungnam, is the creation of Chairman
Park Kyung Jae, who leads the SOLLAGO
Group. The group includes subsidiaries
such as SOLLAGO CC, SOLLAGO
Myeongdong Hotel & Residence,
SOLLAGO PMS, and SOLLAGO
Development Co., Ltd. The country club
opened in 2016, spanning approximately
480,000 pyeong(about 158 hectares) with
36 holes(18 holes on the Sol course and 18
holes on the Lago course), forming a par—
144 public course. The name SOLLAGO is
a combination of the Spanish words ‘Sol’
meaning sun, and ‘Lago meaning lake.
True to its name, it aims to be a serene
and peaceful golf course where the sun
rises over the lake,

Chairman Park personally oversaw
the construction of the course. His
exceptional passion for golf saw him
practically living at the golf course,
spending six days a week there during
the two years of construction. Every hole

41



42

has its own unique character, designed to embody the

basic principles of golf courses while incorporating the
player’s strategy, challenge, and the natural beauty of
the landscape.

Additionally, each year, they plant trees and extend the
course to increase its difficulty, ensuring meticulous
turf management to meet the standards of tournament
courses. Fortunately, being a links—style course rather
than a mountainous one, it receives ample sunlight
and wind throughout the winter, providing an ideal
environment for turf growth,

Contributing to Golf Development and Spreading
Positive Influence

Since 2017, SOLLAGO CC has hosted four KLPGA Jump
Tour tournaments annually. Each tournament offers a
prize of 30 million KRW, with a total prize pool of 120
million KRW across all four events, During the signing
ceremony for the KLPGA Jump Tour, Chairman Park
stated, “We decided to host the Jump Tour to contribute
to discovering excellent professional players and
fostering a healthy and enjoyable golf culture.”

A significant influence on Chairman Park’s decision
to host the Jump Tour was his daughter—in—law, Heo
Yoonkyung, the PR director of SOLLAGO CC. Heo is a
former top player on the KLPGA Tour and married Park’
s son, Park Sanghyun, the current CEO of SOLLAGO
Golf&Resort, in 2016,

“From the golf course’s perspective, hosting tournaments
can be burdensome, The turf gets damaged, and we can't
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accommodate regular guests during the event, leading
to financial losses. However, as a former KLPGA player,
I explained to my father—in—law that having more
tournaments where young players can showcase their
skills would be beneficial. I believe that helped him view
the tournaments more positively.”

Starting with the KLPGA Jump Tour, SOLLAGO CC
has hosted numerous tournaments, including the KPGA
Open with SOLLAGO, the Champions Tour, the second—
tier Srixon Tour, KPGA pro selection tournaments,
and the Maekyung SOLLAGO Amateur Championship.
This commitment stems from a desire to contribute
to the development of domestic golf tournaments and
Chairman Park’s positive influence. Whenever he hears
that hosting a tournament is difficult due to the lack of
venues, he feels compelled to help.

Chairman Park’s positive influence extends beyond golf.
He consistently donates to regional development and
underprivileged communities. Since 2021, SOLLAGO CC
has donated 100 million KRW annually every December
as part of the ‘SOLLAGO Dream Project’ in Taean
County, where the club is located, earning great love
from the residents. Additionally, last year, SOLLAGO
Hotel Myeongdong opened and donated art benches
worth 100 million KRW to Jung—gu, Seoul, to create a
beautiful city for residents to enjoy.

Feeling Joy in Finding and Helping Talented Players
Grow

Chairman Park values lasting relationships, even if
it means bearing some losses. This philosophy is why
he has continued the Jump Tour for six years. He feels
fulfilled watching new star players emerge and grow
through the SOLLAGO Jump Tour. A prime example is
Hwang Youmin, who is now a star player on the regular
tour. Hwang made headlines by winning back—to—back
victories in the 11th and 12th rounds of the SOLLAGO
Jump Tour in 2022.

“While managing the Jump Tour, which serves as
the foundation for the KLPGA Tour, I am continually
impressed by the players dedication and effort. It is
an honor to share these moments, and SOLLAGO CC
staff strive to create the best possible tournament
environment, We will continue to be the best supporters
of the KLPGA Tour's development and the growth of its
players.”

Heo Yoonkyung added, “Seeing Hwang Youmin win
consecutive tournaments at the SOLLAGO Jump Tour
and grow into a star player was gratifying. It's this
sense of accomplishment and pride that has driven
us to continue hosting these tournaments. Moreover,
because we host many tournaments at SOLLAGO CC,
all the players are well-acquainted with the course.
Among aspiring pros, theres even talk that ‘to become
a pro, you must go through SOLLAGO CC’ Hearing
this motivates us to keep creating opportunities for
promising golfers to showcase their skills.”
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A New Opportunity in KLPGA Tour

KON AYANA

Japanese golfer KON Ayana(@konchan_
nowchan) made a bold choice to pursue bigger
dreams. Due to the difficulty of passing
the professional test in Japan, she sought
more opportunities overseas. In the JLPGA

Tour, failing to pass the professional test KLPGAEOA] &2 MER 73]
and obtain full membership disqualifies

= OfOfL}

players from competing in the Qualifying
Tournament(QT). Moreover, the number of ] o
tournaments a player can participate in the KLPGA 2024 SH|CC—aTH!
following year is determined solely by the Mol A 2522 S0 22!
QTs held in October and November, limiting = 0olofL}, &2 Eo{of| =Gt x| L Ok
their opportunities, —?—%Olﬂ}— 7F|x_| A‘ljl_}_ Ol D:i

In contrast, Korea offers more chances.

e

Passing the QT in Korea grants players the
right to compete, and multiple QTs are held
throughout the year, providing even more
opportunities. Although KON Ayana was

keenly interested in the KLPGA Tour, she O @2 7|5|5 37| s X8 KLPGASO] “da] 71 RHEE TnAsYE AYo] & Ae|HA AL = = o abF
struggled to find information and take on 2 2419] # ool (@konchan nowchan)= o 2 #& 9Is) e Hele ofef glo] 591018, AL Elole] 01A] Aol] e HAle] WS Aokl
e challenge ntll & fellow Japaness g0/ ok, Qe TREAE bt 44 9] il el RololA o g 7|3 I, ARBEE L BEe] VA oRE PAE 4 Yol

riend shared 1nsights abou e

Tour, opening the door for her. £ ZolR 7|2 3 Zlo|t}, JLPGAFO]S] 79 IR AE dH73] A3 X4

This led her to the KLPGA Tour, and the £ oz E5hd QT(Eu EHHE)o| 48 4= ¢itth g2o] 1097 1Y & 27X Z7[51X| 4= 0k

fesults were outstanding, Do Ca e % o] QUako i the o M| 47] 57k AR thie] 78]t g st A Aol $A ek ot 2 olofdiz AWAE ST SAEH EYALE,
cCo- SamdaeinyHongsam Ball Jump Totir T} 3=2] - QT Bl AH7lo] 24T 4= QAL Aozt 1dof o) ¥ ¥ 7|58 Hol= &9, A3, &7HF o2 312 U= 58, B9 FojE sl &
Ist round,held at Baekje Country Club in QI7} 2lo] o @ 7137} FFoj7Itt, KLPGATo ol Al WokA|TE A% =4 A Folch A =2 TS 27k it By AAlE ' Aaay FkE gl o]
Chungnam. of UAZ] alel & Yt F3E A4l il%ﬂ KLPGARolo| tfgt JHg def+ A FHE 2 b Yol &3 A S5oleks & 21 E& 5 A%

“I never thought I would win, so I'm . ) ‘ = - ] — - -
extremely happy. This win has given me WA olopt= mRIY =A9] A @E FA =it 1384 KLPGARo ] gt Fol g A= gttt dholE sHA el ti3] 717t B AARE o ol Al
confidence in my abilities. I'm also glad that A& Ail= gl S anﬂ AEEHoA E9 KLPGA 2024 ¥ O] W75 TetslA] Kstal, A7) F ohE Aot AFshal AS off exprt & A
my parents, coach, and trainer in Japan, ACC - Abfjo] TARE G Eo] 12} A] Aol H 258 1A © Aol 2] oo} gt Aow wrt a1} Aol ohd kK] b4 kel tidleE o
who always support me, are ha too. I feel « _ . = w _
coming o Koron s the right docision. This Aot 958 3 Fojekn Az B3] ujiel] U sjHole, B 4 ok % 2% 7710l Ak KLPGARo oA £& 2748 Y1 Ak ukgo] 73]
tournament will remain a turning point in ApAIzo] AAZ U, Ao e 3 A SHslFE Frdat 32%], Edloly m 5ol F71of thiet 7] HoE E9al £ Zelo] = A oo 4= Q)i
my career. o T W EEo] FolllFMA BEol Q. Sl mxlsty o4 Ak Aol 2024\ A7) Ebo] E9kd wHE BX % I/ L Qltk, &3 Y LR AE
KON Ayana, who had been competing in Syla. AHelo R B ZIUE} s 47|12 SHES 7]ofo] Y R Zota,” 3 §23) JLPGA 8]90] Bl AT} HIEolo] olo] EFoioly £ ARtE
Japan, started challenging herself in the }

KLPGA Tour last year, Her initial attempts YHo A LEE 2 ofoh= AdaitE] KLPGA Foffoll =443 W sict, £ Aoltt, A= FAANE 574 eelE Aztoltt, ® Wy o] 13 Foldl
were tough, She competed in the 'KLPGA 28 TAL 4A] kolt) gl=toA I T KLPCGA 2023 QJEWAE Heu}lel Ao 249 U= Ar BHo)l & ofohts ‘Y|51R] e ul2’S 7| o)A
2025 International Qualifying Tournament EUUEe] SH3) 35 439]0] TAHAL, ©1F 23] 39 D 'KLPGA 2024 A 7V Fa5HA ofdlet. W) 7] 2FoletE 9o =1, 1eekE A7 771E vt
in Thailand but finished tied for 43rd and o o . - o1 s - ey - L

failed to qualify, However, she persevered 12} #3319 Aol 248 8919] A2 o2 Qe 3ol = b et A 4 9eE Jeett, 271814 ¢kl A GstA| Elolshs & ofofte] =] ¢
and succeeded in joining as an international Zloltt, £ 7|98 Lo= olft) @

member by placing 8th in the 'KLPGA
2024 1st Semi-Member Selection’ held this
March.

“Around last autumn, I started to get a
grip on my swing, and practice felt more
effective. My coach and trainer suggested
the best strategies for me, and thanks to
going through trial and error together, I
could improve technically.”

KON Ayana’s story is a testament to the
importance of persistence and seeking new
opportunities. Her success in the KLPGA
Tour marks the beginning of a promising
journey in her golfing career.

A Never—Give—Up Spirit

Believing that her physical condition
needed improvement, KON Ayana embarked
on a rigorous winter training regimen. She
focused on enhancing her cardiovascular
endurance, stamina, explosive power, and
core strength. Completing such intense
training also naturally strengthened
her mental fortitude. Thanks to this
comprehensive training, she achieved her
first victory of the year.

Living on the Korean tour wasn’t easy.
Not knowing any Korean, she often found
it challenging to understand restaurant
menus during tournaments or communicate
with other players on the course. Despite
these frustrations, competing in a foreign
country made her more focused and
determined. Her strong desire to succeed
in the KLPGA Tour motivated her, which
translated into better performances.

With a strong start in the first half of
2024, KON Ayana has set ambitious goals.
She aims to pass the Japanese professional
test this year to become a JLPGA member
and achieve great results in both the Jump
Tour and the Dream Tour. Though it won’
t be easy, she is determined to aim for
victory. Another goal is to secure a spot in
Korea’s first-tier regular tour next year.
KON Ayana values the ‘never give up
attitude in her matches. She focuses on
finishing as high as possible and reducing
her score by even one stroke. Her relentless
and intense playstyle until the very end of
each game fuels her ambition to become
a stronger player. KON Ayana’s powerful
drive and dedication make her future
endeavors highly anticipated. @
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