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Perseverance Leads to a Long—
Awaited First Victory

Kim Min Byeol, a former national
team standout, has always been a
player to watch. Her exceptional
skills made her a strong favorite
for KLPGA Rookie of the Year
from the start. After debuting
on the KLPGA Tour in 2023,
she claimed the Rookie of the
Year title, edging out strong
contenders like Bang Sin Sil
and Hwang Yoo Min. However,
despite three runner—up finishes,
a victory eluded her, earning her
the frustrating label of “Rookie of
the Year without a win.”

“I missed my chances to win

last year, but I didn't let it get to
mé, Kim said. “It was my rookie
season, and I told myself, Theres
always next year, Let’s focus on
appreciating what I achieved
instead. My goals were to win
a tournament and earn Rookie
of the Year, and since I achieved
one, I decided not to dwell on the
other.”

The 2024 season brought
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unexpected challenges. Despite a
productive offseason, Kim struggled
to perform early in the year. The
disappointing results shook her
confidence, “I had high expectations
for myself, but the results didn’t
reflect that. I worked hard and tried
to stay positive, but it was tough
to keep my mindset stable during
tournaments. One mistake would
throw me off, and it was hard to
recover,”

Determined to improve, Kim focused
on her putting an area she knew
needed work and worked tirelessly
to calm her nerves under pressure.
Her breakthrough came at the 2024
Dongbu Corporation - KOREIT
Championship, where she delivered
a flawless final round, carding nine
birdies with no bogeys.

The tournament, played under a
modified Stableford scoring system,
saw Kim adopt an aggressive strategy.
Starting the final round four points
behind leader Kim Min Sun 7, Kim
surged with four consecutive birdies
before the turn and added more at
holes 9, 10, 14, and 15. A clutch birdie
at the pivotal 17th hole sealed her
victory, as she finished with a total of
49 points, edging runner—up Bang Sin
Sil by two points.

Turning Weaknesses into Strengths
Kim credited her putting for the
victory. “On the first hole of the back
nine, I sank a tough birdie putt, and
that's when I thought, T could actually
win this. My putting followed my
swing perfectly, and everything I
practiced just clicked.”

The decisive birdie putt on the 17th
hole, where she was in a close battle
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with Bang Sin Sil, stood out.
“Putting has always been a
weakness for me, so I've worked
on it a lot. That day, I trusted
myself and went for it, and it
paid off Kim said.

After countless near—misses, the
win was especially sweet. “I had
waited so long for this moment,
and it was worth every bit of
the struggle. When it finally
happened, I couldn't believe it. I
thought I'd cry on the spot, but
it didn't hit me until the post—
round interview,”

Kim was showered with
congratulations from fellow
players and fans, realizing just
how many people had been
rooting for her. “I felt so grateful.
Knowing so many wanted to see
me succeed made this win even

more special.”

From First Victory to Lofty
Goals

With her first win secured, Kim
is now setting her sights on new
goals for the 2025 season, “After
my rookie season, some people
said I lacked the killer instinct
to win. That was stressful at
times, but I also understood
where they were coming from.
I'm working to strike a balance
staying competitive while staying
true to myself. I want to show
fans that I won't give up and will
fight until the end to achieve my

goals.
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Kim's winter training will once again
take her to Palm Springs, California,
where she plans to focus on improving
her short game, putting, and shots
within 100 meters areas she identified
as needing improvement during her
previous training camp. “Last year's
training laid the foundation for my
success this season. This year, I'm
focusing on correcting mistakes
and building consistency, especially
mentally. Staying composed after a bad
shot is still a work in progress for me.”

Her ultimate goal? Becoming the
KLPGA’s top winner in 2025. “Now
that I've achieved my first win,
I'm aiming for multiple wins next
season. Improving my putting and
strengthening my mental game will be
key. Im committed to doing whatever
it takes to keep improving.

Kim's commitment to excellence
extends beyond the course. Since
her debut, she has been dedicated to
giving back. At the PLK Pacific Links
Korea Championship, her KLPGA
debut, she donated her entire prize
money to charity. In March, she
contributed to Severance Children’s
Hospital, and in November, she
supported the Kangwon Welfare
Foundation.

Kim decided long ago that she would
use her success to make a difference,
“I've always believed that if I earn
something, I should give back’, she
said. Her generosity and dedication
both on and off the course make her a
true role model and an athlete worth
watching.

With her first win in the books and
her sights set on bigger goals, Kim
Min Byeol is ready to make an even
greater impact in the seasons to

come, ®
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Energy for Tomorrow’s Victory

The once lush, green trees of summer now stand
bare, their branches exposed to the biting chill of
winter winds. Yet, as the cold persists, we know
that the warm rays of spring will inevitably
return, Beneath the frozen earth, all seems quiet,
but this is the season when nature gathers its
strength, preparing to bloom even more brilliantly
when the time comes.

KLPGA players, who gave everything on the
course last season in pursuit of victory, now
embrace a moment of rest and renewal. After a
brief period of preparation, they will channel their
passion and energy into new challenges in the
upcoming season. As we await the thaw of winter
and the fields warming with spring’s vitality, this
pause serves as a crucial step and a moment to
store energy for an even greater leap forward, &
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ONE THING
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The 2024 KLPGA Tour season concluded in grand style,
featuring 31 tournaments with a record-breaking total prize
pool of 33.2 billion KRW. This season saw unprecedented
achievements, including five players securing three wins
each and four players surpassing 1 billion KRW in earnings
within a single season. Such accomplishments underscore
the pivotal role of sponsors in driving the success of Korean
golf. As tournaments are essential for players, corporate
sponsorship is critical for ensuring these events take place
and allowing players to focus on showcasing their talents.
KLPGA Tour sponsors come from diverse industries,
including finance, fashion, and construction, Among these,
Doosan E&C has stood out since joining the KLPGA Tour in
2023, capturing attention with its innovative and distinctive
golf marketing strategies. Through initiatives such as
founding the We've Golf Team, hosting tournaments,
publishing autograph books, inviting fans to pro—am events,
engaging in philanthropic activities, and offering on-site
fan services, Doosan E&C has actively connected with the
public, At the heart of this effective marketing is Lee Jung
Hwan, CEO of Doosan E&C.

Branding Through Storytelling and Differentiated Golf
Marketing

Lee Jung Hwan, who served in Doosan E&C’s Strategy
Innovation Office, was appointed CEO in December 2022.
Under his leadership, the company has achieved remarkable
growth despite a sluggish construction market. In 2023,
Doosan E&C sold 100% of its non—construction projects,
leading to a 40% year—on—year revenue increase, By 2024,
its annual revenue surpassed 2 trillion KRW, drawing
significant attention,

Key drivers of this rapid growth include data—driven
transparent management and proactive marketing efforts,
Among these, golf marketing has played a crucial role
in enhancing brand recognition and fostering closer
connections with the public. In 2023, Doosan E&C launched
the Weve Golf Team, recruiting players such as Yoo Hyun
Ju, Park Gyeol, Lim Hee Jeong, You Hyo Ju, and Kim Min
Sol, and began hosting the KLPGA Weve Championship.
“We wanted a way to raise awareness of Doosan E&C and
decided to form a golf team and host KLPGA events. Given
the immense popularity and prestige of the KLPGA Tour
as one of the world’s top three tours, we believed it would
positively impact our brand. Additionally, our main clientele
overlaps significantly with golf enthusiasts, according to
our data analysis,said Lee.

The Weve Golf Team distinguishes itself with a unique
strategy. With a master’s degree in marketing and extensive
experience in sports marketing, Lee has emphasized the
importance of brand storytelling. Players are aligned with
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the five core keywords of Doosan E&C's Weve brand Have,
Live, Love, Save, Solve,

Doosan E&C has also expanded its commitment to Korean
women’s golf by renewing contracts with five players over
the past two years and signing all team members for the
2024 season, Moreover, they have recruited Lee Yool Lyn,
a national team member who topped the seed ranking
finals, and Park Hye Jun, who secured two runner—up
finishes last year. Such moves are particularly noteworthy
given the challenges the golf industry faces amid economic
downturns,

“While Doosan E&C supports its players, I believe the
players also make a significant decision to partner with us,
The We've Golf Team comprises players who excel in both
performance and character. They consistently demonstrate
dedication, arriving early and staying late to practice,
and actively participate in activities with Doosan E&C.
Their hard work and commitment make it meaningful for
us to continue together, regardless of their performance
outcomes, Lee shared.

With innovative golf marketing and a focus on fostering
genuine partnerships, Doosan E&C, under Lee Jung Hwan's
leadership, is setting new standards in corporate sports
sponsorship, reinforcing its brand while contributing to the
growth of Korean golf.

Practicing Communication and Sharing Through Golf

The Weve Golf Team has captivated fans with marketing
and fan services rarely seen in the golf industry. During
the 2024 KLPGA season opener, the Doosan E&C We've
Championship, the team organized a unique event: fans
who collected the most autographs from 68 participating
players were entered into a raffle for an invitation to
the pro—am event of the 2025 season. This led to a lively
scene at the championship, with golf fans enthusiastically
collecting player autographs.

Additionally, Yoo Hyun Ju made headlines in October last
year by recording announcements for the Shinbundang
subway line and personally riding the train to greet
passengers, The Shinbundang Line was a project
developed, designed, and constructed entirely by a Doosan
E&C consortium.,

“Many people are surprised when they learn that Doosan
E&C handled everything from planning to construction
for the Shinbundang Line. The line is now operated by
our subsidiary, Neotrans, and we thought it would be
interesting to incorporate fun marketing ideas, Having
Yoo Hyun Ju record the announcements was part of
that effort, We imagined it might feel distant to see a
star athlete, but what if Yoo Hyun Ju actually rode the
train with passengers? That idea became a reality. When
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the announcements first aired, we even received amusing
feedback, such as complaints that the messages were too
short (laughs). We later added lines like, Have a great day’
and ‘Travel safely’ to make it more engaging.”

These innovative marketing initiatives have helped the We've
Golf Team build a dedicated fan base, achieving a milestone
as the first domestic golf team and tournament Instagram
account to surpass 12,000 followers.

Doosan E&C has also been active in community engagement
through golf. Proceeds from ticket sales at the We've
Championship were donated to the Jeju Disabled Sports
Association, Additionally, the team accumulated donations for
every birdie made by its players during regular tournaments,
which were distributed to underserved communities at the
end of the season. Other initiatives included a “Love Kimchi
Sharing” event, where employees joined Lim Hee Jeong to
prepare and donate kimchi, as well as auctions of team
memorabilia, with proceeds supporting shelters for abandoned
pets.

2025 Season to Open in Busan

Doosan E&C will once again host the KLPGA season opener
in 2025, scheduled to take place from April 3 to April 6 at
Dongrae Benest GC in Busan. Lee believes that integrating
a construction company’s expertise in “interpreting spaces”
is key to organizing successful golf tournaments.

“Last season, we held the tournament in Jeju, where Yoon
Ina made her return at the We've Championship and paired
with long hitters Bang Sin Sil and Hwang Yoo Min, drawing
significant fan interest. We also created a buzz with an
extraordinary event offering an apartment as a prize for
an albatross on the 4th hole, For the 2025 season opener,
we aim to create a ‘festival space where players and fans
can interact and enjoy the event together. The essential
keywords of the We've brand are central to our tournament
planning., We focus on crafting an event that people want
to attend (Have), that brings joy (Live), that fosters love
and happiness (Love), that contributes to society and the
environment (Save), and that offers a refreshing escape
from daily life (Solve)”

Lee’s goals for 2025 are twofold: to continue building Doosan
E&C as a trustworthy company through transparent
management and to further enhance the success of the
We've Golf Team and its tournaments. As Doosan E&C
continues to contribute to the development of Korea's golf
culture, all eyes are on the innovative marketing strategies
it will bring to inspire the golf industry in 2025. ®
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Embracing Korean Culture and Tour Life
Rising golf talent Jaravee Boonchant, from
Bangkok, Thailand, has secured her spot on
the 2025 KLPGA Tour after finishing 16th at
the 2025 Qualifying School(@—-School). A former
standout at Duke University, where she led
her team to an NCAA Championship as a full
scholarship athlete, Boonchant has already
shown flashes of brilliance. She claimed victory
at the 2022 Epson Tour Championship and
has been sponsored by Hana Financial Group
since 2021, supporting her journey through
professional golf. In 2024, she made headlines
with a T6 finish at the KLPGA Hana Financial
Group Championship.

“T love playing in Kored,Boonchant said. “Theres
so much energy on the course and off. The fans
bring so much passion to the tournaments, and
by the weekend, the galleries are buzzing. And
honestly, I always look forward to deciding
where and what to eat after a round.”
Boonchant has developed a strong fondness for
Korean food, which she says has helped her eat
more vegetables a surprising twist for someone
who typically avoids them. “Korean food just
makes me feel healthief, she laughed. Shes also
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A New Chapter on the KLPGA Tour

Jaravee Boonchant
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a fan of K—pop and K-dramas and plans to catch up on
her favorite series after the 2024 season.

A Fresh Start for the 2025 Season

Transitioning to the KLPGA wasn't an easy decision
for Boonchant. Having spent 11 years in the U.S. after
moving there in high school, she was deeply rooted in
American culture. Joining the KLPGA meant starting
over?much like her move to the U.S. and adjusting to a
completely different environment.

“Korea’s courses are so differenf, she explained. “There’s
a lot more elevation and variety in the terrain, so I had
to put in extra practice to get comfortable hitting from
uneven lies. Beyond that, finding a place to live, a coach,
a fitness trainer, and even figuring out where to eat were
all part of the challenge.”

Despite the hurdles, Boonchant feels she’s grown
tremendously. “The 2024 season had its ups and downs,
but I'm proud of how I finished. Compared to 2023, I've
matured as a player. Competing in Korea forced me to
think more creatively about my approach to the game,
and that’s changed my mindset completely.”

She admitted that in the past, she believed everything
greens, putting, conditions had to be perfect to achieve
good results. But her experience in Korea taught
her otherwise. “Birdies can come in all sorts of ways
sometimes it’s a rough shot from the bushes or a chip—in
from around the green. Realizing that freed me to play
more naturally and, most importantly, enjoy the game”
With 2025 on the horizon, Boonchant is using the
offseason to prepare. Her strong start to 2024 came after
an intense winter of swing practice, and she plans to
build on that momentum. “Korean courses are known
for their hills and thick grass, so I'm adjusting my club
fittings and fine—tuning my swing to adapt to those
conditions.”

“To win on the KLPGA, I know I need to sharpen every
aspect of my game, especially my short game. I'm
committed to putting in the work this winter to make
that happen,she said confidently.

Thailand continues to cement its place as a powerhouse
in women's golf, with stars like Ariya Jutanugarn, who
boasts 12 LPGA wins, Patty Tavatanakit, the 2021 LPGA
Rookie of the Year, and Atthaya Thitikul, who has
already claimed two LPGA titles.

Boonchant is part of this new wave of Thai talent, ready
to leave her mark on the global stage. As she gears up for
the 2025 KLPGA season, her fans both in Thailand and
beyond are eager to see what's next for this rising star, ¢
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