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When asked about the key to her
success, Hong simply said, “Rather
than a secret, I think it was just
about letting go.” After a tough
previous season, she entered this
one not focused on results but with
a fresh mindset. That mental clarity
made a difference,

“When I made a 57-meter birdie putt
on the 16th hole, I finally thought,
‘Maybe I can win this. But the wind
was brutal that day, probably the
strongest I've experienced in years.
Ironically, that made it easier to let

go and just focus on each shot.”

A Strategic Shift: Saving Energy
Over Aggression

Hong’s latest win wasn't just about
skill. It was the result of deliberate
changes in her strategy, especially
her focus on physical fitness. During
off—season training, she prioritized
endurance over short game work.,
“This year, I put a lot more effort
into building stamina. I never

skipped cardio, even in the rain or
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when I didn't feel like getting
up. I wanted to stay strong and
consistent throughout the season.”
Her entire game plan shifted
around conserving energy. From
hole strategy to training volume,
every detail was rethought. She
played more conservatively,
sticking to strategies she planned
with her mother, aiming to
manage her energy wisely.
“Before, I was always aggressive,
but that would wear me out and
create more stress. Now I focus
on saving strength, balancing
offense and defense. That change
really paid off.

Although she led by five strokes
going into the final round, gusty
winds and a few missteps allowed
her lead to shrink to just one
shot. Yet Hong remained calm.
“Honestly, I wasn't happy with my
third—round play. At one point, [
even thought, Maybe I won't win
this’ But that helped me relax.
Without the pressure of ‘T must
win, I played with a clearer mind’
This win was more than a trophy.
It marked a new phase in her
career—one grounded in smarter
strategy, stamina management,

and mental toughness.

From Anxiety to Equilibrium

Heading into the 2025 season,
Hong had serious doubts about
continuing her career. In 2023,
she was plagued by allergies,
nervous system issues, and panic
attacks that severely affected her

performance.
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“T first noticed something was wrong
at the start of 2023. By summer,

it was impacting my game. I even

YReta :0}50]7] /\]XL%OLQ-” missed cuts around the Korean
713 oJHYE A A5 Fol= Ao 3t Women's Open. I used to go straight to
Holololth BRI 1 HolS Ar)s i the range after rounds, but I started
) embracing rest as a necessary part of
E| TRA] ARSI, .
my routine,
“ L 2A0] S O
Aofe 34 Agel= A9 1852 = 4 Her biggest challenge? Accepting that
el A2 = AHE EuA 2854, less practice could still lead to success.
oj&uto] ol olUals A O HR, A5 “T used to play nearly 19 holes even on
o g HE AoA] 2L HHS 9 2 o} }:jractlce days. Now I listen to my body.’
A7HS. 70 ol g I've learned that practicing less doesn
o o »
= AlE 2 Rl t mean playing worse, That shift gave
Ag2 235l FEO f3to] Aol =9l me confidence.”
o} 22 A S FAAe 2 o o Flexibility has become her strength.
Aele 9x)8t 2= QA © AHolth 1 52 With better physical and emotional
balance, she enjoys the game more—
Sol A AL 7S Z1A) Hea, B o ey e 88
and that joy is translating into results.
3} o) whegieh
The Real Journey Starts Now
ZInt BoE= X|I2EE Hong's 2025 season has been
o]t AJ= A0 SHi TLEFCE 20254] impressively consistent. She placed

second at both the Doosan E&C Weve
Championship and the NH Investment
olHz AR 291, AT F & Securities Ladies Championship,
Ab miZIEEol 49, ShE-23 MBN o2t fourth at the Doosan Match Play,
o _1_% 109] = 4} ]—7] 5;].34] =g oo and tied for 10th at the Sh Suhyup
Bank MBN Women's Open. Five top—10

finishes were no coincidence.

3
AR Weve Hujol4l 29], 2025 NH

mor
il>i N
olN
o)

el 3]—71114 X]é:'— 7}}0::—]- S But rather than chasing wins, shes
&3 25 oS R now focused on sustainable golf.
G $oHUOE= A ZZE A7|IL Ao “More than anything, I want to protect
Q. Ay Mg, Agrr] BE 2831HA my game. Managing my stamina,
Ao s TED Z7)31 Aol ATo] & minc’lset, and strategy all toge.the.r*
o 3R 2 Bhel Molog, orOEE A that's what matters most. Winning
o= e e = - is just one part of the journey. I plan
AR, S71HA FESH Aok A2 to keep playing my way, steadily and
dyct” joyfully”

o8 7]1;]_ 01] npzsk 02 slA|ul 34 After a long wait, Hong Jung Min

returned to the top. But she remains
composed. For her, the real thrill of

17| W} XHU]% (33—}0]—7}1 AT :LE]‘T’“ -1 golf lies ahead—in the journey, not
2 E o2 7Y ol €9 Aot} @ just the outcome, @
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Cool Under Fire

As we reach the height of summer in 2025, the fields of the
KLPGA are awash in the cool and powerful energy of blue.
With the season well underway, players have grown stronger,
more focused, and more composed—transforming the heat
of competition into moments of intense clarity and fierce
determination,

This editions special theme color is blue. Just like the open sky
or the deep ocean, blue brings a sense of calm and freshness.
But beyond serenity, it also symbolizes sharp judgment,
deep focus, and unwavering discipline. Darker shades of blue
represent success, competence, and trust—qualities that mirror
the mental resilience and steady play of KLPGA athletes.

And just as the Korean saying ‘fight fire with fire' suggests,
this cool hue channels powerful energy even in the scorching
summer heat. As players gaze up at the blue summer sky, they
find renewed resolve and fresh motivation to push forward.

The wave of blue flowing across KLPGA courses isn't just a
color—it's a symbol of strength, potential, and a bold leap toward
new victories. In this refreshing wave of challenge and passion,
were about to witness another unforgettable summer, 4
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Special Theme
Cooling Tips
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Building a Platform for Challenge and Growth with the KLPGA Tour

Hwang Byung Woo,

Chairman of iM Financial Group
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The 2025 KLPGA regular season will feature
30 tournaments with a combined purse of
approximately KRW 32.5 billion, and an average
prize fund of about KRW 108 billion. While the
number of overseas events and total prize money
have slightly decreased from last year, the
number of domestic tournaments has remained
steady at 29. Notably, the number of high—stakes
events offering more than KRW 1 hillion in prize
money has increased to 26—accounting for 87%
of the tour. These improvements are largely
attributed to increased prize funds in existing
tournaments and the addition of new events
this season. Among the three newly introduced
tournaments, the iM Financial Open, held from
April 10 to 13 at Gumi Golfzon County Sunsan in
North Gyeongsang Province, stood out as more
than just a new addition to the calendar. It gave
local golf fans an opportunity to experience
the excitement of the KLPGA Tour and brought
nearly 20,000 spectators to the venue, offering
a welcome boost to the local economy. For
players, it meant more opportunities and fresh
momentum,

The successful debut of the iM Financial Open
was the result of the vision and leadership of
Hwang Byung Woo, Chairman of iM Financial
Group. While many companies have scaled back
their sports marketing activities due to global
economic uncertainty and declining consumer
sentiment, Chairman Hwang chose challenge
over retreat. His belief in the positive impact
of sports and commitment to supporting the
KLPGA made the tournament possible.
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A Tournament that Reinvigorated a Region
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JFe| xiEslE ZYHE 0IZ012 2|oot. S2tdist ZMdE KoM= J= I:EE} EMFYLUE HIgeR AE ht- AE Ao Txg YRS D79} HHS o]gm_x} el 3} )70 in 1967 as the first bank in the Daegu-

Gyeongbuk region. In May 2024, it became
the first regional bank to transition into a
commercial bank, marking a bold new chapter
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with its rebranding from DGB Financial Group
to iM Financial Group. Rooted in Daegu and
North Gyeongsang, iM Financial Group has
consistently pursued shared growth with
the local community through sponsorships
in bowling, youth soccer, badminton, as well
as support for social enterprises, startups,
environmental programs, and arts education
initiatives.

The inaugural iM Financial Open was part of
this mission—to bring new energy and growth
to a region that has faced economic challenges.
“We wanted to create a tournament that would
bring joy to golf fans and players alike while
revitalizing the Daegu-Gyeongbuk region, said
Chairman Hwang. “Hosting a KLPGA event
gave local residents a rare chance to see elite
competition up close and contributed to the local
economy. With nearly 20,000 spectators at the
venue in Gumi, we felt a deep sense of reward.”
Hwang envisioned the iM Financial Open not
merely as a sports event, but as a festival for
everyone to enjoy. From pre-tournament events
and prize giveaways to interactive booths hosted
by the groups affiliates, the tournament created
an inviting atmosphere. These efforts attracted
not only local residents but also fans from other
regions, driving growth in accommodation,
dining, and tourism sectors.

The tournament’s trophy also captured
attention. Designed in collaboration with SWNA
s Lee Suk Woo, the creative mind behind the
2018 PyeongChang Winter Olympics medals, the
trophy features a golf ball seemingly suspended
above a hole—symbolizing both the essence of
golf and the company’s philosophy. “Golf ends
when the ball drops into the cup, said Hwang.
“This moment of fulfillment reflects our mission:
turning imagination into reality—what we call
the ‘Momentum of Imagination.” Just as the
sound of the ball sinking into the cup brings
joy to players and fans, iM Financial seeks to
transform bold ideas into tangible results.”

The trophy includes the name of the winning
player, and this year’s inaugural champion
was Kim Min Ju, who claimed her first career
victory in her 95th tournament appearance.
“We were thrilled to see Kim Min Ju achieve
such a meaningful milestoné, said Hwang. “This
tournament marks a new beginning for both
our company and the players, and it’s incredibly
rewarding to see our journey align with her
dream.”

Golf as a Mirror of Leadership and Strategy
Chairman Hwang began playing golf in 2008,
While his schedule rarely allows time for the
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course, he plays in the 80s—a respectable score by any standard. More than

just a game, he sees golf as a mirror of leadership and management. “T used
to see golf as a simple pastimé, he said. “But watching the players during the
iM Financial Open, I realized golf encapsulates the very essence of business
management. It’s rooted in analytics, mental focus, and strategic decision—
making.

Just as players must adapt to ever—changing courses, weather, and travel
conditions, business leaders must remain agile amid evolving markets. “Golfers
stay intensely focused for every single shot, even under extreme pressure.
One moment of complacency can lead to an out—of—bounds shot—just like in
business, where falling into routine can increase risk, Hwang noted. “Changing
clubs for different situations is akin to deploying the right team and strategy.
And even after mistakes, players press on—just as we must in leadership.”
Equally central to his philosophy is communication, which Hwang likens to the
bloodstream of an organization, “Even with the best strategies and resources,
if communication breaks down, nothing works, he explained. For Hwang, real
communication must be horizontal and sincere—not top—down. “You can't hear
the truth if you approach people solely as their boss. True dialogue happens
when we speak openly, like friends or colleagues.”

This people—first approach will be reflected in next year’s iM Financial
Open. Hwang hopes to transform the event into an inclusive celebration of
golf—where galleries can actively participate through screen golf booths
and interactive programs. Rather than being passive spectators, attendees
will become part of a dynamic exchange between players, fans, companies,
and communities, Hwang envisions the tournament as a platform where all
stakeholders are connected—openly, equally, and joyfully. ¢
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On May 12, three eye—catching young athletes
from Rwanda made headlines at the KLPGA
2025 Dasan Beache Golf & Resort Jump Tour
with SBS Golf Qualifying Tournament. Queen
Chelsea Nikaze (22), Batamuriza Aulerie (19),
and Irakoze Sylvie (18) — all former standouts

in basketball, cricket, and soccer — have traded
their previous sports for golf clubs, stepping
into a bold new chapter on the Korean stage.
Traveling all the way from Africa to pursue
their golfing dreams, the trio has begun a
remarkable journey in Korea.

From Promising Athletes to Golfing Hopefuls
These three golfers were selected through the
Rwanda Golf Sheroes Project, a development
initiative co—led by the Rwandan Ministry of
Sports, the national golf federation, and the
International Olympic Committee(IOC). Launched
in June 2023, the program aims to expand golf
accessibility across Africa and Southeast Asia
while discovering promising new talent. Chosen
from a pool of around 80 young Rwandan
athletes, Nikaze, Aulerie, and Sylvie have since
trained under Kazuo Noda from Japan and
Korea's own Coach Oh Lee—hwan,

= BB LADIES AMATEUR

GOLF OPEN 2025
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Despite having picked up golf less than a year
ago — their first round came in October 2024
— the players have shown rapid improvement.
At the IBB Ladies Amateur Open 2025 held in
Nigeria this past February, Sylvie placed 14th
out of 450 competitors, while Nikaze and Aulerie
finished 34th and 35th respectively. Sylvie also
claimed victory at the Rwanda Open, marking
her as an early standout among the trio.

Stepping into the KLPGA Spotlight

Each player brings a unique strength to
the course. Nikaze, who previously played
basketball, says her swing balance is her biggest
weapon. Coach Oh agrees, noting that she has
shown “the fastest growth among the three.
Aulerie describes herself as more confident in
her short game than her long game, while Sylvie
is focused on increasing her driving distance —
aiming to become a powerful presence on the
course.

In preparation for the Jump Tour qualifiers,
the three trained at La Denia Golf Club in
Chuncheon, Gangwon Province. This marks the
first time that Rwandan athletes have attempted
to qualify for an official KLPGA event.

“They've been closely studying the KLPGA style
by watching tournaments and analyzing players,
said Coach Oh. “Although were not focused
on results right now, they already have the
potential to compete on the Korean tour.”

Their role models also vary: Nikaze looks up
to Park Sung—hyun for her bold, commanding
play. Aulerie admires Hwang Yoo-min’s finesse
around the green. Sylvie, meanwhile, hopes to
emulate the powerful style of Bang Shin—sil.

Eyes on the Olympics

Their short—term goal is to pass the Jump
Tour qualifiers and earn the right to compete
in the 5th through 8th rounds of the KLPGA
Jump Tour. Long—term, they dream of joining
the I-Tour, moving on to the U.S. stage, and
ultimately representing Rwanda at the Olympics.
“My biggest dream is to compete in the 2028
Olympics as a golfer for Rwanda, said Sylvie.
Nikaze and Aulerie echoed the sentiment, saying
they hope to become players who can compete on
both the Korean and American tours.

Though Rwanda has little history in golf, these
three trailblazers are changing the narrative,
one swing at a time. Their journey is just
beginning, and the world will be watching, @
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